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CIA Opening
New Inquiry

On Contra Aid
Staff Given Chance

10 Revise Statements

By Walter-Pincus)

ashington Post Statt Write

The Central Intelligence Agency
inspector general’s office is reex-
amining whether the agency’s co-
vert operations supporting the Ni-
caraguan rebels in 1985 and 1986
violated congressional bans against
giving the contra forces direct or
indirect military assistance, accord-
ing to.congressional sources.

As part of the fiew inquiry, the
acting director of the agency, Rob-
ﬂl\hl-_ﬁm—has told his staff they
can have a second chance to revise
what they told the inspector gen-
eral’s office when the matter was
first investigated last year, the
sources said.

The first inquiry began last fall
and was expanded in December af-
ter discovery of notes in the Nation-
al - Security Council files that
showed some CIA personnel in Cen-
tral America taking directions from
an NSC aide, Lt. Col. Oliver L.
North, and filing reports back to
him. North was fired from the NSC
after he admitted diverting funds
from clandestiné arms sales to Iran
to aid the contras.

Gates, who was nominated by
President Reagan to succeed the
ailingGVl\_éi_l@Ln_Lgs_ems CIA direc-
tor, t6ld congressional sources last
week he was “not satisfied” with
some of the statements given the
inspector general’s office during his
initial inquiry, which is why he of-
fered agency personnel a chance to
revise their original stories.

Gates, who faces a tough confir-
mation hearing beginning Feb. 17
before the Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence, has already
been told by House and Senate
members that the agency’s contra
operations will be the subject of
extensive congressional investiga-
tion.
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Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.), ac-
cording to Senate sources, has sent
word to Gates that his staff has in-

formation that CIA officials last

spring used the threat to withhpld
supplies as the means of isolating

Eden Pastora, a contra leader. “The
agency controlled the airdrops,” a
Senate aide said yesterday.

+ A Helms aide sat in on a meeting
last year where a CIA supervisor
discussed both military and nonmil-
itary assistance to contra forces,
according to congressional sources.
At the time, a congressionally im-
posed ban on direct or indirect U.S.
military aid to the contras was in
effect.

While Casey was CIA director,
agency personnel in Honduras, El
Salvador, and Costa Rica “were
pretty loose” in providing assistance
and direction to the contra forces,
one House member said last week.

Though CIA operatives were
barred from giving any military-re-
lated aid in 1985, a January 1986
presidential intelligence finding en-
abled them to provide intelligence
data and communications training
to the contras last year. Casey ex-
panded covert CIA operations on
behalt of the contras under the au-
thority granted by that tinding.

The agency inspector general’s
inquiry is directed at reports that
agency personnel coordinated de-
livery of privately funded arms for
the contras, sources said. One con-
gressional aide said yesterday that
the agency had “people on the
ground with the contra forces dur-
ing the entire period.”

The Miami Herald yesterday
quoted an. unidentitied intelligence

officer as saying that Casey assisted )

North in providing all types of assist-
ance to the contras. “Without
Casey's help at every stage, Ollie

agency’s contra activities have al-
.ways been controversial on Capitol
Hill and Casey often failed to re-
spond to questions posed to him on
the subject.
The CIA station chief iy Costa
4 Rica, who goes by the name of
Tomas Castllo. was recalled to
ashington last month and report-
e_dly now has been given early re-
tirement, according to sources. CIA

A spokesman George Lauder has re-

tused to corfiment on Castillo.

The Senate intelligence commit-
tee report on the Iran-contra affair
said a “senior CIA officer,” which
Sources identified as Castillo, was
“the subject of an internal CIA in-
vestigation initiated in the fall of
1986 concerning unauthorized con-
tacts with private supporters of the
Nicaraguan resistance.”

Some of Casey’s top deputies
Qave been involved over the past
tive years in the contra operation
and could be drawn into the agency
and congressional probes.

Selected by Casey in 1981 to handle

the Caribbean area at the start of
the Reagan administration. He de-
veloped the contra force in the ear-
ly 1980s and was involved in prep-
aration of the controversial 1984
contra manual that alluded to assas-
sination, and in the mining of Ni-
caraguan harbors that led to the
congressional ban on military assist-
ance to the rebels,

Clarridge also was the CIA otfi-
cial to whom North turned in No-
vember 1985 when he sought agen-
¢y help in getting an Israeli arms
shipment to [ran.

Clarridge has testified before the
Senate intelligence panel on the
Iran affair,

Yesterday, United Press Inter-
national quoted Rep. Norman Y.

North would not have been able to do + Mineta (D-Calit.)=73 saying that

any of what he did for the contras,”
the officer was quoted as saying. v

Casey was frequently questioned
by the House and Senate intelli-
gence committees last year about
CIA aid to the contras, sources said.

“Casey could tell you volumes on
the Sandinistas,” a House member
said, “but he professed to know noth-
ing.about the contras because the
agency was not tasked to look into
them. Of course Casey did the task-
ing.”

‘Some congressional sources see
Gates’ action in promoting a rein-
vestigation as part of his campaign
to get confirmed by the Senate. The
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when the House intelligence com-
mittee looked into the origins of the
1984 manual, Clarridge initially de-
nied he had played any part in its
preparation. Later, he acknowi-
edged planning and approving it
“once he saw we had all the goods
on him,” Mineta said.

Members of the House panel
were later “incensed,” Mineta said,
when they found out Clarridge was |
not going to he disciplined along
with lower-leve| CIA operatives. ‘
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